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SUBJ: VESCO CASE: RETENTION OE ATTORNEY 

REF: STATE 161032 

1. AS EXPECTED, PICADO DECLINED OFEER TO TAKE VESCO 
EXTRADITION CASE. HE WAS ELATTERED, BUT CITED HIS AGE 
AS PRIME REASON EOR REFUSAL. HE ALSO MENTIONED THAT HIS 
EAMILY HAS EXPRESSED THEIR OPPOSITION FOR HIM TO TAKE ON 
VESCO CASE BECAUSE OE THEIR FEAR OE RETALIATION AGAINST 
HIM OR THEM. PICADO DID OEEER TO CONSULT WITH EMBASSY 
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ATTORNEY, ONCE HE IS CHOSEN, OR TO REVIEW DOCUMENTS 
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INDEPENDENTLY TO BE OE ASSISTANCE. 

2. EDUARDO ORTIZ WILL PROVIDE EMBASSY HIS DECISION BY 
JULY 6 ALTER CONSULTATING WITH HIS EAMILY. HE SAYS HE 
WANTS TO TAKE THE CASE, BUT HIS ONLY HESITATION IS HIS 
WIFE'S ALREADY EXPRESSEC CONCERN ABOUT POSSBILE 
RETALIATION, INCLUDING POSSIBLE PHYSICAL THREAT, FROM 
THE VESCO CAMP. 

3. PER REFTEL, AMBASSADOR REVIEWED WITH ORTIZ THAT 
RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND TRIP TO US WOULD BE FIRST ORDER 
OF BUSINESS IF HE TOOK CASE. ORTIZ AGREED. ORTIZ WANTED 
TO KNOW IF USG HAD DEFINITIVELY DECIDED TO GO AHEAD WITH 
EXTRADITION REQUEST. AMBASSADOR RESPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY- 
UNLESS ORTIZ, AS OUR LAWYER, AND AFTER CONSULTATION WITH 
USG LAWYERS, CONCLUDES THAT THERE IS NO REPEAT NO 
POSSIBILITY FOR EXTRADITION WITH THE CASE WE NOW HAVE. 

ORTIZ WANTED TO KNOW IF WE WOULD BE WILLING TO PROVIDE HIM 
WITH A LETTER OR CONTRACT STATING THAT HE WOULD BE THE USG 
LAWYER FOR THE VESCO EXTRADITION. AMBASSADOR REPLIED 
AFFIRMATIVELY. 

4. ORTIZ STATED HE ASSUMED THAT IF HE TOOK CASE THAT HE 
WOULD BE ABLE TO PUT TOGETHER TEAM OF ONE OR TWO ADDITIONAL 
LAWYERS OF HIS CHOOSING. HE WAS ASSURED THAT HE COULD. 

5. ORTIZ ASKED USG TO CONSIDER WHETHER FACT THAT A SUIT IS 
NOW BEING PREPARED, WITH HIS INVOLVEMENT AS RESEARCHER, 

FOR EXPULSION OF VESCO FOR ILLEGAL POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

IN 1974 ELECTIONS WOULD INTERFERE WITH POSSIBLE USG EXTRADITION 
ATTEMPT. AMBASSADOR PROMISED TO RAISE MATTER WITH 
WASHINGTON, BUT EXPRESSED VIEW THAT 

THERE WOULD BE NO PROBLEM SINCE USG'S INTEREST IS TO HAVE 
VESCO APPEAR BEFORE US COURT REGARDLESS OF WHICH COUNTRY 
HE PROCEEDS FROM. 

6. RE FEES, ORTIZ SAID THAT HE WILL PROVIDE FIGURES FOR 
PRIOR RESEARCH AND CONSULTATION IF HE TAKES THE CASE. 

HOWEVER, ORTIZ SAID HE WOULD NOT CONSIDER REMUNERATION 
ON AN HOURLY BASIS FOR HANDLING THE EXTRADITION EFFORT 
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SHOULD IT MATERIALIZE; HE WOULD QUOTE A FLAT HONORARTUM. 

7. COMMENT: MEETING WITH ORTIZ WENT EXCEPTIONALLY WELL. 

ORTIZ IS ENTHUSED ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF FINALLY MOVING 
AGAINST VESCO, AND THE CASE BEING HIS, UNLESS 

ORTIZ' WIFE IS ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO HIS INVOLVEMENT, WE 
THINK WE HAVE A LAWYER. TODMAN UNQUOTE ROBINSON 
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